Preparation for Clearness for Meeting Membership

Upon receipt of your request for membership at Gwynedd Friends a Clearness for Membership Committee will be formed by the Care and Counsel Committee.  The Clearness Committee will be meeting with you to listen deeply to your leading to become a member of Gwynedd Monthly Meeting.  

It is suggested that you read the pages on Membership (62 – 65), in the 2018 edition of Faith and Practice before Clearness for Membership meeting.  As part of this reading you will find: “Membership establishes a mutual commitment between members and their Friends meeting.  On the one hand, membership commits the meeting to provide a spiritual home for its members and corporate support for their efforts to live in harmony with the faith and practices of Friends…  On the other hand, membership commits members of the meeting to live in spiritual unity with each other and to engage as fully as possible in the life of the meeting.  Specifically, this means regular participation in meetings for worship and for business, financial support of the work of the meeting, and service to the meeting as an officer or on one of its committees”...

The Queries below may be used to prepare you for your Clearness Committee meeting, as some of them could be used in the clearness process:
· How closely are you in harmony with Friends’ testimonies of simplicity; peace; integrity; community; equality; and stewardship (acronym SPICES)?
· Which of Friends’ beliefs and practices speak most directly to you?
· Are you nourished spiritually by the expectant silence of meeting for worship?
· Are you comfortable with a society whose unity of spirit coexists with a diversity of beliefs?  Are you prepared to join a meeting family which includes people whose perspectives may differ considerably from yours?
· What are some milestones in your spiritual journey? How do you expect membership in the meeting to help you further your journey?
· What gifts do you believe you might bring to the meeting community?  In what ways would you like to share your time and talents with the meeting?
· Are you aware of and willing to meet the meeting’s expectations of financial support for programs, services, and facilities?
· If someone in our meeting feels called by God to take actions which are difficult, unpopular, or even contrary to the civil laws, would you be willing to lovingly support them?
· Do you understand the relationship between the monthly, quarterly, and yearly meeting?  
